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th
 2022 

Dear IVSS Churchear friends! 

Here in Stöde February is ending. Light is returning to us here in the high 
North, and I enjoy seeing the sun shining on my neighbour’s roof. All Covid 
restrictions have now been abandoned, even though some places still have 
high infection rates.  We can, however, now increase our activities: The 
children’s choir has started up again, so also the “Miniors” (6–9 years old). 
Soon the church choir will start singing again, and we can open the meeting 
points for the unemployed. Even the adapting of our premises has been 
completed. What an acoustic difference it makes to be able to hear without 
having to exert oneself! And my hearing colleagues too find that the working 
environment has improved considerably.   

A few days ago I read a booklet written by Bishop Eva Nordung 
Byström. This booklet has been distributed to every work team of the 
Härnösand diocese. ”Keep the light burning” is the theme. Bishop 
Eva started her career within the church as a parish assistant back in 
the 1980s, before being ordained a pastor and finally a bishop. 
Teaching and education have always been at her heat, and with 
great pleasure I read what she writes. She writes that the basic task 
of a Christian parish is to be light for our time. Our vocation is to be 
light, not for our own profit, but to highlight Christ who says: “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” (John 8,12) 

She points out that this vocation is so important that it is included as 
a clause of purpose in the introduction to the statutes for the Church 
of Sweden: “The purpose is for people to come to faith in Christ and 
to live in faith, for a Christian community to be created and deepened 
and for the Kingdom of God to be spread, and for the creation to be 
restored. 

Having a bishop speaking about the importance of increasing our knowledge so that we may keep our 
lights burning, gives hope. I have on several occasions told Eva about the work of IVSS Churchear. 
She finds our work most important, having herself experience with hearing impaired relatives. The 
basic Christian values are about what we are as a church, but even as much about how it is seen in 
what we do. The idea that we are all part of the body of Christ means that it is the differences, the 
weaknesses and the strengths that manifest Christ on earth. We are his hands and feet, his ears and 
his voices.  

The basic work to make Christ visible is done in the parishes. This means even including hard of 
hearing people. Actually, every functional variation must be welcomed. This means that our parishes 
have to increase their knowledge of the parishioners’ everyday life, and considering what it means to 
be church here and now, as well. I don’t know how the situation is in your churches, but in the Church 
of Sweden the dioceses do not have much influence these days. The parishes have a great deal of 
independence, and the resources at the diocesan level are decreasing. There is a widespread lack of 
knowledge about the needs of those with a hearing impairment. Sound-enhancing measures and 
induction loops seldom get priority in the budgets. 



 

The initiative taken by Antje Donker of the ESiD (The Protestant Pastoral Care among Hard of Hearing 
in Germany), trying to secure that IVSS Churchear may get a financial possibility to support parishes 
and to contribute to the increase of opportunities to spread knowledge of the needs of the hard of 
hearing, is thus a light in the darkness. We are now applying for EU funding to enter into a partnership 
with ESiD and (so far) two Nordic churches under the Erasmus+ umbrella.  One of these is the parish 
where I’m working. Whether we get money or not, this is an important step forward towards 
cooperation between organisations, letting the common knowledge bear fruit. This has been a dream 
of mine for a long time. Together we are strong; together it is easier to keep the light burning, despite 
the spreading shadows: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
(John 1,5)  

Greetings in Christ! 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor, the Church of Sweden, President, IVSS Churchear 
 
 
 
 

 


