
      
 Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to the Summer Edition of Hearing Eye 
which is full of a variety of articles, news, 
contributions from you our lovely Open Ears 
family, summer puzzle, prayer guide and more!  

All of which I hope will be a source of real encouragement and enjoyment. 
 
As I write, a chill breeze whips through my window and I wrap my fleece 
more snugly around me.  This is midsummer but with the weather systems 
thinking it is Autumn I’m not yet in ‘lying on a beach’ mode.   
 
I’m sure that like me you’ve found the last year a shock in that the things 
that always seemed sure and established were suddenly not so.  
Suddenly we could not see our loved ones, then we could, then couldn’t 
again.  We were put on furlough, then restarted work then furloughed 
again. We were told we needed an operation, only to be put on a never-
ending waiting list because of Covid. And now as we step into the new 
normal of lifted restrictions, we are made very aware that Covid cases are 
still rising, albeit with less hospitalisation and deaths because of the 
vaccines.   
 
Maybe like me you find this all makes you feel anxious and insecure? But 
the good news is that although circumstances and even the weather are 
changing so rapidly all the time, we have a God who never changes in His 
love and care towards us.  Psalm 36: 5 -7 says  
 
But you, O Lord, your mercy seat is limitless, your great faithfulness 
is infinite stretching over the whole earth.  Your righteousness is 
unmovable, just like the mighty mountains.  Your judgements are as 
full of wisdom as the oceans are full of water; your tender care and 
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kindness leave no one forgotten, not a man or even a mouse! O God 
how extravagant is your cherishing love; all mankind can find a 
hiding place under the shadow of your wings. (TPT) 
 
Whatever is happening in your life right now God is watching over you and 
in those moments of anxiety or stress is calling you to come and shelter 
under His wings in that place of cherishing love.  Recently a friend shared 
a prophetic word for me in which she had sensed God was calling me to 
get into a symbolic boat with Him just like the disciples did with Jesus.  He 
wanted me to make time to seek Him and enjoy His company away from 
everything else; to listen for His voice 
and to bask in His love.  I knew this word 
was right as I had been feeling quite 
overwhelmed with life pressures.  So I 
did make that time and have been trying 
to every day since.  I find it amazing how 
when we choose to come to Him and 
cherish His presence, the stresses 
lose their power and we experience His 
peace.  I pray that for you too today and in the days ahead.  Maybe you 
will even have the opportunity to get into a literal boat this summer but 
whether it is a boat or a nice walk or just sitting in the sun, let’s take time 
to relax in His love and be with Him, the One who is our peace and never 
ever changes.  
 
Tracy Williamson 
 
 

For a laugh - some lockdown jokes 

My husband purchased a world map and then gave 
me a dart and said, “Throw this and wherever it 
lands—that’s where I’m taking you when this 
pandemic ends.” Turns out, we’re spending two 
weeks behind the fridge! 

Ran out of toilet paper and started using lettuce 
leaves. Today was just the tip of the iceberg, 
tomorrow romaines to be seen.   © E. Kelleher 
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We’ve had some lovely contributions recently from long standing 

member Jim Horsnell who in the last edition made us all smile with 
his ‘Ipad’ poem.  Here is Jim’s latest offering – on Zooming! 

 

Zooming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’m going to a meeting at two this afternoon. 

But I’m not going out you know, I’m staying in my room,  
Everyone attending will be doing just like me  
And we’ll enjoy each other’s company until it’s time for tea. 
 
I don’t know how this Zoom thing works, I just do what I’m told. 
I register my name online and then receive a code 
And, when the given time comes, I go into Zoom mode. 
 
My iPad screen then tells me, “Wait. The host will let you in”. 
Then faces on my screen appear and I give them all a grin!! 
If you’ve not been “a’Zooming” yet, well, I think it’s time you should, 
For meeting up with folk this way does one a world of good. 
Jim Horsnell  

 
 
Be inspired by Jim as we’d love to 
see your poems, quips and 
anecdotes too!  Why not jot 
something down and send it in?  
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Open Ears 2nd Online Mini 
Conference 

A 2nd Open Ears mini-conference 
was held on Zoom on Friday 28th 
May 2021, with Tracy Williamson as 
compere and Susanne Willdig as 
Speech to Text typist.  

The theme, ‘Facing Life’s Challenges with the help of the Holy 
Spirit,’ had been chosen since the date was just after Pentecost 
Sunday, and was introduced by Trustee and Chair of Open Ears, 
Marilyn Kilsby. 

It was lovely to welcome some new guests and then to hear 
member, Jim Horsnell from Wokingham share his testimony of 
God’s presence in his long life and marriage to Muriel.  Laura 
Barker, another OE member, and myself, Mary, a Trustee, were 
also interviewed by fellow Trustee and Treasurer, Julia Chapman, 
who asked us questions about the nature of our hearing loss, how 
we had got through lockdown, and our favourite verses in the Bible.  

Christine Pitts, Open Ears’ Administrator, then shared some 
passages from scripture, the first from Isaiah 61:1-3 and the second 
from John 14:25-27. 

OE member, Emily Owen gave an inspiring talk about the work of 
the Holy Spirit in our own lives, inviting us to “take off our shoes” as 
we were about to enter on holy ground. She drew on some well-
loved Bible stories and scripture references: 
 

i. MOSES AND THE BURNING BUSH (EXODUS 3:5) 

ii. THE BAPTISM OF JESUS, WITH THE DESCENDING OF THE DOVE 

(MATTHEW 3:6-7, MARK 1:10-11, LUKE 3:21-22) ALSO 1 JOHN 

3:1 WAS QUOTED. 

iii. THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (1 COR 6:19) 
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iv. FREEDOM IN CHRIST (GAL 5:1) 

v. THE SENDING OF THE COMFORTER/ADVOCATE (JOHN 16:7) 

vi. THE STORY OF NOAH AND THE DOVE WITH THE OLIVE LEAF 

REPRESENTING PEACE (GEN 8:8-12) 

vii. THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AT PENTECOST (ACTS 2:1-12) 

viii. THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT (GAL 5:22-23) ALSO MATTHEW 7:20 

ix. KEEPING IN STEP WITH THE SPIRIT (GAL 5:25) 

Emily summed up her talk by saying that we should take the fruit of 
the Spirit into ourselves and remember He is always present with 
us, as we go forward into the future. (A fuller version of her talk with 
slides is available on the Open Ears website blog.) 
 
Anthea Owen, Trustee and co-editor of Hearing Eye, then led us 
into a thoughtful meditation on the Holy Spirit (see the next page     
for more details). 

Christine Pitts led the prayers and Marilyn Baker played the 
keyboard and sang some of her uplifting songs, concluding with The 
Blessing Song. The guests were able to stay and chat on Zoom for 
a few moments of fellowship, and Richard Livermore, one of the 
original founders of Open Ears (formerly HHCF) also spoke a few 
words to us. 

Mary Bucknall. 

Save the date! 
The next Open Ears Zoom mini conference is planned 

for Friday October 1st    at 2pm 
Do put the date in your diary – we’d love you to 

come! 
Maybe you’d like to share your testimony or be 

interviewed?  Let us know by emailing the 
administrator Christine Pitts. 
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Anthea Owen’s Pictorial Reflection on 

the Holy Spirit. 
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‘The Spirit says: 
 “Come! 

Whoever is thirsty, let him come; 
and whoever wishes, let him take 
the free gift of the waters of life.”’ 

Revelation 22:17 
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It’s Puzzle Time! 

 
NAMES AND TITLES OF JESUS WORDSEARCH 

 
© Memory-Improvement-Tips.com 

 

Instructions: Find and circle the names of Jesus 
words shown below. Words may be forward, 
backward, vertical, or diagonal within the puzzle. 

 
SON OF MAN  
CHRIST  
EMMANUEL 
JESUS KING of the 
Jews  
LAMB of God  
SON OF GOD  

 
MASTER  
LIGHT OF THE WORLD  
NAZARENE  
RABBI  
REDEEMER  
SAVIOR  
SON OF DAVID  

U Q O K A I S N S M T K R P M V L F Z J T 
Y O A E E O A O R O M G Y V O N T N Z I 
C B X K Y D N Y M O E N U V A N B O A D 
L O V F H T C A S I R I X R E R I G W A R 
S P D S H E W E N T O G B M A L I D O V 
Z N D F D J L H Q Y V K R T T R Z E I G Q 
R R T A E G T H V E P E P B Y I H D S E K 
E U C T X M T S W K F T Y A J I O Q S L E 
L I I O N A M F O N O S A H R V N N Q Z Y 
K V A D E J M V R G O J E S U S E M M A 

N U E L S V B G G W T Z T P B Q J F E 
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                                            Facing Life’s Changes
 
Hello everyone!  I am thrilled to be back!  I am sure 
you enjoyed hearing from Loki last time?  But as he 
reminded you, I, of course am the top dog as its only 

me of our little group of friends, who is a fully qualified Hearing dog, 
so all others must of course bow to my superior status. I am also 
quite the grandad amongst Hearing dogs because at 11 and a half 
(71 if you count properly) I would normally have been retired by 
now, but because I am so amazing at my job, I’ve been allowed to 
carry on for now. Oh, what’s that you say?  Something about Cov 
and locks?  Sorry can you repeat?  My hearing may be just a 
LITTLE less acute now I’m 71 .. What do you mean that the real 
cause of me being allowed to carry on is because of cov?  What is 
cov?  And what have locks got to do with my work as a Hearing 
dog?  I’m sorry I think you might be suffering a little from confusion. .  
 
Anyway, I really must tell you some news that I am sure will make 
you want to rush to give me lots of reassurances (like nice tummy 
rubs and tasty treats) – My Mummy and Aunty Marilyn keep telling 
me that I WONT BE TOP DOG FOR MUCH LONGER!  What on 
earth do they mean by that?  How can I not be top dog?  It’s who I 
am!  But a weird thing, another dog that looks just like me has 
visited twice now together with 2 humans whom he was doing a 
really good job of training. Of course, as soon as he entered I had to 
show him who was boss, after all this is MY home not his.  So | 
stood up and wrapped my front legs around his head like you do, 
and when he didn’t seem to get the message, I chased him up and 
down the lounge finishing with a nice climb up onto his back.  But 
the really worrying thing is that Mummy and especially Aunty 
Marilyn, seem to be acting so weirdly.  Aunty Marilyn even went for 
a little walk with him and the 2 humans and LEFT ME BEHIND!  
Yes, I know Mummy was left behind too and I AM Mummy’s boy 
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after all, but since I’ve been recovering from my dear friend Saffie 
moving away, I’ve come to think of Aunty Marilyn as being mine too!  
Life is confusing sometimes don’t you think? When Aunty Marilyn 
and dog (who seems to have the outlandish name of Arlo!  I ask 
you?) got back in, the humans all talked for AGES, and Arlo just sat 
looking at me in the most infuriatingly knowing way which of course 
meant I had to go and climb on his head 
AGAIN! And Mummy and Aunty just kept 
laughing and petting him. Yes they DID pet 
me too, but why fuss over him so much when 
he‘ll be leaving soon with his humans? 
 
Well, it’s now a week later and there’s been 
no sign of the strange Arlo since, so 
outwardly things have gone back to normal.  But do you ever get 
that feeling deep down that everything you’re secure in is about to 
change? I’ve got that niggling away at me all the time now and 
Mummy and Aunty are still acting odd.  Each time I go up for a little 
cuddle they sing this strange little ditty ‘You won’t be Top Dog much 
more you won’t, You won’t be Top Dog much more….’ And then the 
little cuddle becomes a huge long- lasting cuddle which of course I 
am gracious about, but after all I am a boy and I do have my 
inhibitions!   But deep down I know life is changing, how, I can’t 
quite fathom but I am sure it’s something to do with that Arlo. 
Oh well, it’s a dog’s life and I AM the man of the house, so I won’t 
worry, I’ll just have a lovely tumble in the grass and roll all my 
uncertainties away.  After all, life would be boring if nothing ever 
changed! I know mummy will always love me and will always be 
there for me, so ……peace.  
 

 

Note from Goldie’s mum -- Goldie’s Aunty 

Marilyn who has been without a Guide dog since 

2019 when Saffie retired, has just been approved 

to train with new Guide dog, Arlo seen here in 

the picture.  Training will start in August 21. 
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While on the theme of change which Goldie has so cleverly 
introduced to us, we are excited to announce a big change that 
will soon be taking place in Open Ears!  I’ll let our Chairperson, 
Marylin Kilsby fill you in. 

 

God’s Plan for Open Ears – A Change of Chair! 
 
Hello, everyone!  You probably noticed that the 
prayer calendar in the last Hearing Eye 
contained a request to pray for the committee 
as we appoint a new Chair later this year.  
Maybe you were wondering what this was all 
about! 
 
In early 2020, I was considering the future of 
Open Ears.  The Lord made it clear to me at round about the same 
time that He wanted me to step down as Chair when I was 74 years 
old, which happens this Autumn.  I’ll be remaining on the committee, 
though. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed being Chair for the past seven years.  We 
have a marvellous, very gifted committee whom the Lord has 
provided and I have been privileged to lead them and, of course, 
Open Ears as a whole. 
 
However, for Open Ears to continue to change and progress, we 
need new leaders who have a wide understanding of, and burden 
for, people with varying degrees of deafness and hearing loss, can 
encourage new ideas and who, most importantly, hear from the 
Lord, both for themselves and for Open Ears.  
 

We, the committee, are therefore delighted to 
announce that our new Chair will be Anthea 
Owen, who currently co-edits Hearing Eye with 
Tracy and is an invaluable committee member.  
She will be taking over the reins at our 
committee retreat on Friday 12th November.  
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Anthea, although she does not have a hearing loss herself, is the 
parent of Emily, who became deaf as a young adult.   Everyone on 
the committee knows that Anthea is God’s choice to take over as 
Chair.  No doubt she’ll be sharing her thoughts in the next Hearing 
Eye! 
 
Looking forward to keeping in touch with the Open Ears family, both 
now and into an exciting future 
 
Marylin 
 

Marylin we are so grateful for all you’ve put into Open 
Ears since joining the committee and then taking over 
as Chair when Don Mason had to stand down.  You’ve 
had a great impact on the work of the charity and have 
been clearly gifted for the role. Your enthusiasm and 
vision, wonderful sense of humour and passion for 
the Lord have touched us all.  You have shown real 
heart commitment over the years, and it is obvious 
that your heart is so for the needs of the hearing 
impaired.  We are delighted you will still be part of 
committee and will also be delighted to welcome 
Anthea as the new Chair in the Autumn.  God has 
chosen you and you too will bring your own unique 
gifting to the role. 
Tracy x 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 13 

 
The following poem was sent to us by Open Ears member Syd 
Abrahams with the note that his wife Eileen used to read it out 
at family get togethers.  Syd found it moving and I must say, I 
agree!  I think it really fits with the theme running through this 
edition of the precious work the Lord is doing in all our lives.  
Thank you Syd for sharing.  The poem was written by Myra 
Brooks Welch. 

 
The Touch of the Master’s Hand 
Taws battered and scarred, and the auctioneer  
      Thought it scarcely worth his while 
To waste much time on the old violin, 
      But held it up with a smile. 
"What am I bidden, good folks," he cried, 
    "Who'll start the bidding for me?" 
"A dollar, a dollar. Then two! Only two? 
      Two dollars, and who'll make it three?" 
 
"Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice; 
      Going for three…" But no, 
From the room, far back, a grey-
haired man 
      Came forward and picked up the 
bow; 
Then wiping the dust from the old 
violin, 
      And tightening the loosened 
strings, 
He played a melody pure and sweet, 
      As a carolling angel sings. 
 
The music ceased, and the auctioneer, 
      With a voice that was quiet and low, 
Said: "What am I bid for the old violin?" 
      And he held it up with the bow. 
"A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two? 
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      Two thousand! And who'll make it three? 
Three thousand, once; three thousand, twice, 
    And going and gone," said he. 
 
The people cheered, but some of them cried, 
    "We do not quite understand. 
What changed its worth?" Swift came the reply: 
    "The touch of the Master's hand." 
And many a man with life out of tune, 
      And battered and scarred with sin, 
Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd 
      Much like the old violin. 
 
A "mess of pottage," a glass of wine, 
    A game — and he travels on. 
He is "going" once, and "going" twice, 
    He's "going" and almost "gone." 
But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd 
    Never can quite understand 
The worth of a soul and the change that is wrought 
    By the touch of the Master's hand. © Myra Brooks Welch 

 

Myra Welch would say that she heard a speaker address a 
group of students on the power of God to bring out the best in 
people. She said she herself became filled with light and that 

“Touch of the Master’s Hand” was written in 30 minutes! 
The finished poem was sent anonymously to the editor of her 
local church news bulletin. She felt it was a gift from God and 

didn’t need her name on it. 
 
 

 

‘My friend had to give up his job as a taxi 

driver.  He was fed up with people talking 

behind his back’ 
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Prayer is powerful, the Word of God transforms us.  Let’s join 
together to lift up Open Ears, our Nation, our loved ones and 
ourselves so that we can see God bringing deep change, 
comfort and help in all situations. 
 

1 ‘I stand in awe of your deeds Lord’ Hab 3:2  

2 Pray for an end to the spread of Covid and all its variants 

3 Pray for protection over the vulnerable as we adjust to the 
easing of restrictions 

4 Thank the Lord for the NHS and for all you know who work 
for it or in care homes.  Pray for divine protection and 
strength. Pray for all those awaiting operations. 

5 Pray for nations struggling with disease, poverty, tyranny, 
or disaster.  Pray they’ll be opened to God’s glory, love  and 
power, for the children growing up in never ending conflict. 

6 ‘We wait in hope for the Lord, He is our help and our shield.  
Psalm 33:20 

7 Pray for our young people and those not vaccinated that the 
Lord will be their shield and bless and keep them safe. 

8 Pray for those feeling overwhelmed and struggling with 
anxiety that the Lord will fill them with new hope. 

9 Pray for the Open Ears family and any you know of who are 
lonely, isolated or fearful of returning to normal life. 

10 Pray for our local churches that they will be guided by the 
Lord to truly be His body of love reaching out to all. 

11 ‘The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are 
attentive to their cry’ Psalm 34:15 

12 Thank the Lord that He is always watching over you and 
your faintest sigh matters to Him. 

13 Pray for those in pain – for healing and comfort 

14 Thank the Lord for our Governments, our teachers, our 
police force, our street cleaners and refuse collectors; those 
in the media; those heading up corporations – pray for a 
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revival of God’s righteousness and love. 

15 Pray for Marylin Kilsby as she stands down as Chair and for 
Anthea Owen as she takes over – for her anointing and 
wisdom. 

16 ‘You’ve crowned me with love and mercy.  You satisfy my 
every desire with good things.  You’ve supercharged my life 
so that I soar again like a flying eagle.’ Psalm 103:4-5 

17 Pray for those struggling with hearing loss and facing 
decisions about where and how they will fellowship with 
other believers as churches resume their services.. 

18 Pray for Chris Pitts in her role as Open Ears Administrator 
that she will be anointed with wisdom and fresh 
understanding.  And also that she will know healing 
strength following her battle with long covid. 

19 Reflect on the ways the Lord has shown you His love over 
this last year.  Spend time thanking Him and worshipping. 

20 Thank the Lord for all the financial gifts that have been 
made to Open Ears and for the many ways He has provided.  
Bless Julia Chapman our treasurer with joy in all she does. 

21 ‘Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give 
way, say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not 
fear, your God will come.” Isaiah 35:3-4 

22 Lift anyone you know who is fearful of the future into God’s 
arms of love.  Ask the Lord how you might encourage those 
around you. 

23 Pray for those in Open Ears who minister pastorally or by 
preaching and teaching.  

24 Pray for Churchear – the European work amongst the deaf 
that Open Ears is linked with.  For their provision and 
guidance as they step out of the pandemic and plan their 
events. 

25 Pray for Kevin Campbell who is helping Open Ears become 
more visible as a ministry and for Susanne Willdig who 
does all Open Ears Speech to Text and for her family. 

26 Thank the Lord for Mary Bucknall and all she does as vice 
Chair.  Pray for Tracy Williamson and Anthea Owen as they 
seek to develop Hearing Eye and for Mary, Marylin and 
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Anthea as they maintain the Open Ears website. 

27 Pray for your neighbours and ask the Lord how you can 
bless them. 

28 ‘Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you.’ John 14:17 

29 Thank the Lord for His gift of peace. Release that peace in 
prayer to all you meet today. 

30 Plant a seed as an act of faith that God has hold of all your 
prayers and they will bear fruit.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Latest News from Nepal 
 

Dr Mike Smith is currently in the process of retiring from his 
important and highly skilled work as an ear surgeon at the 
International Nepal Fellowship’s Green Pastures Hospital (GPH) in 
Pokhara, Nepal.  
He and his wife Fiona have now returned to the UK, but he keeps in 
touch with the medical staff at the Ear Centre at GPH daily. 
Please see below some of the interesting report, “Ear Centre 
continues to break new ground,” from the “Today in Nepal” 
magazine (Winter/Spring 2021) published by INF on their website, 
www.inf.org.uk/ear-centre-continues-to-break-new-ground. The first 
cochlear implant to take place in Nepal outside the capital, 
Kathmandu, was performed at the Ear Centre during 2020. 
The latest coronavirus update from INF (June 2021) makes for grim 
reading, as the Delta variant from India has spread relentlessly 
through Nepal, especially in rural areas.  
At Green Pastures Hospital, fever clinics and telemedicine services 
are operational. An isolation ward is being set up for staff 
emergency care, while lockdown restrictions have led to a 
decreased number of outpatients visiting GPH.  

http://www.inf.org.uk/ear-centre-continues-to-break-new-ground
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Ear Centre Continues to break new ground 
Photograph and article copyright of INF 

 

As the Ear Centre continues to break new ground for patients in 
Nepal, during 2020 the country’s first cochlear implant outside 
Kathmandu takes place at the Ear Centre. 
 
Mike said: “2020 was a very strange year 
because I returned to the UK in March, 
having left on one of the last international 
flights out of Kathmandu as Nepal’s 
lockdown began. That was a hard 
decision – especially as it has now been 
40 years since we first worked in Nepal – but at the time it seemed 
inadvisable to stay on my own in Pokhara. However, I have 
remained in touch with the team at Green Pastures nearly every 
day.” 
 
Outpatient numbers at the Ear Centre dropped from up to 95 per 
day to about 30 initially, and three wards were used to isolate 
patients coming into Green Pastures while they waited for Covid test 
results. 
Despite those limitations, treating patients at the Ear Centre has 
continued throughout the year. The team also managed at least one 
surgery per day, and that has now risen to two on most days. By the 
end of October we were also back to about 50-60 outpatients per 
day plus hearing aid fittings and speech therapy. 
 
“Plans have been delayed for launching a new outreach service 
doing hearing tests in the community and identifying cases for 
hospital referrals. Five staff were appointed but that will have to wait 
until the pandemic situation in Nepal is more stable. 
Mike says: “I hope to return to Nepal at least a couple of times over 
the next 12-18 months as we transition back to life in the UK and 
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our time there draws to a close. Overall I have spent a total of over 
17 years in Nepal, so it will always be very much in our prayers.” 
Thanks to Mary Bucknall for bringing this report together. 
 

While thinking about Nepal we are pleased to include this update 
from Open Ears member Beryl Cooper, following on from the article 

she sent us for the Summer 2020 edition about her missionary 
friends John and Joyce who are serving in Nepal. 

 

Life in the mountains 
One of the main areas of work that John and Joyce  are currently 

involved with is coaching some staff on a 
weekly basis.  One of them is a young man 
who comes from a high Himalayan village.  
He came to Kathmandu a few years ago 
and trained as a teacher in music.   
He joined our ‘Fire and Fragrance’ team a 
few years ago but still has a desire to take 

the Good News back up to his mountain people.   
He wants to work through tourism, taking short term teams of 
medical and eye specialists to help these remote communities 
where help is sparse.   
He says that the coaching has given him the support and 
encouragement he needed to find his own solutions and move 
ahead with confidence.  It has been rewarding to have this influence 
in people’s lives during the lockdown.   
How wonderful to pray and ask God to give this young man good 
health, strength and encouragement as well as all he needs to build 
on and organise the work he would like to do to help the people in 
the mountain villages.  
 
Beryl, thank you for sharing this update and we do pray that 
God will bless the work of John and Joyce in Nepal and 
especially that this young man will be anointed in his calling  
and that many villagers will find God’s love through him. 
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30 Days with Ruth by Emily Owen 
 
In March 21 I was privileged to not just attend 

but to take part in the online launch of Emily’s new book, 30 Days 
with Ruth.  Emily, who was the speaker at our two recent Zoom 
Open Ears conferences, has now written 6 books in her ’30 Days 
With’ series, the others being, 30 Days with: Mary, John, Elijah, 
Esther and David.  I’d already read the others so I knew I was in for 
something special when I started reading ’30 
Days with Ruth.’ 
Written as a devotional with a difference, 
Emily invites you to put on Ruth’s shoes and 
journey with her as she travels back to 
Bethlehem with her mother in law, Naomi.  I 
love learning about Bible characters and 
gleaning more about their culture as that 
gives me much deeper understanding of  
God’s heart and ways. This book is rich with 
such insights and Emily writes in such a way 
that you find yourself living Ruth’s 
experience, dealing with great loss, facing the uncertainty of a new 
life in an unfamiliar place, feeling alone and vulnerable. Every day 
Emily brings alive a new facet of Ruth’s story and then in a way that 
only Emily can, she breaks out of the narrative and asks, for 
example, if you feel unnoticed or vulnerable too and then draws you 
in to acknowledge your own areas of need or frailty and to see how 
the Lord wants to help you.   
Emily’s love and dependence on God’s Word shine through each 
page as she ‘dances’ through Scriptures that bring God’s promises 
and care alive in an amazing way.   
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‘30 days with Ruth’ is available from your local Christian bookshops, 
from online retailers like Amazon and Eden and from Emily’s own 
website  https://www.emily-owen.co.uk/  
 
For myself I’ve been blessed so deeply by this book and my heart 
has been re-awakened to the adventure of following God into all He 
has for me.  I know you will find it a great blessing too.   
 
Tracy Williamson 
 
 

 
 
 
As you know, Open Ears aims to reach out to people with all levels 
of hearing loss as a source of encouragement and to bring a real 
sense of belonging and fellowship to the many who feel isolated 
because of their hearing loss. This is a vital aspect of our ministry at 
present as we move out of the pandemic.  So we have been praying 
for God to show us new ways of reaching out including sending an 
Open Ears Christmas card last Christmas and more recently, 
sending every member a picture book called ‘The Little Book of 
Blessings.’  We’ve also sent out birthday cards when someone’s 
birthday is known.  One lady replied to say how moved she was as 
she only ever received one card on her birthday.   
The little book of blessings has elicited a huge response with many 
finding it the perfect uplift at a difficult time.  Some have bought 
more to give away to their friends, others are keeping it on their 
bedside table to read each night… 
It’s a joy to follow such promptings from the 
Lord and we’d love to hear from you too with 
your ideas of things you’d love to see Open 
Ears doing, articles you’d love to read in 
Hearing Eye or things for us to consider 
including in an online conference. We’d also 

https://www.emily-owen.co.uk/
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love to hear from you – for Hearing Eye, with your poems, 
testimonies, anecdotes, and tips of things that help you with your 
hearing loss. 
 
Maybe you’d enjoy sharing a short testimony or being interviewed at 
our coming online conferences?  It’s so enriching to hear each 
other’s stories and experiences so do please get in touch. 
 
 

God cares in our hearing loss. 
 

Hearing is a wonderfully complex thing, and 

when we lose it to any degree, it can be 

deeply sad and I some of you will agree, 

totally devastating.  

We are good in Britain at putting on a brave 

face, but the truth is, all losses need to be 

grieved so that we can then handle our emotional responses to life 

better. Pushing grief down can lead to difficulties in the end 

including becoming depressed or developing physical symptoms 

I've had tinnitus for several years now but lately I noticed a much 

more significant loss happening, so I took a hearing test and found 

to my shock that my left ear has deteriorated considerably, and I 

may also have a problem with the eardrum in that ear. With the right 

ear not being so great either, I know I need to make the most of 

what I can hear. Fortunately I can still play the piano and sing.  

I've had my hearing aids re-programmed and hope to get a 

specialist consultation about my eardrum. The hearing loss also 

affects my mobility. Because blind people use what is known as 

Echo Location to hear objects around them. You can hear (or kind 

of feel through your hearing) something coming up in front of you. 

This is very useful in navigating obstacles or determining where you 

are.  It's what bats use to know what's around them. But because 
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I'm not hearing that echo so well now, and as I'm training with a new 

guide dog soon, I am concerned about this area of loss as I will 

need all my mobility skills to be as sharp as possible for the training. 

Missing what people say is probably the most frustrating thing with 

my new level of hearing loss. But at least we will always be able to 

hear God's whispers as His Holy Spirit communicates with our 

spirits and His word helps us understand what is on his heart and 

the things he is highlighting in our lives. 

 I am so glad that he is a friend who sticks closer than a brother and 

is with us, caring for us every moment of every day. So I'll never 

take my hearing for granted again, but will now make the most of 

everything I can hear and  of each day; treasuring the richness of 

life that God brings to me and to us all.  

Marilyn Baker 

A quick Summer Starter Recipe 

Garlic Avocado Mousse 

If you like eating outside in the Summer, here is 

a perfect light but tasty starter to be served in a 

small bowl with bread and butter. 

Ingredients (Serves 4) 

2 Avocado pears ripe and ready to eat. 
Grated cheese (a nice amount) 
Cucumber, diced very fine (a good chunk) 
2 cloves of garlic, crushed 
2 – 3 dessert spoons of mayonnaise 
 
Method: Halve the avocados and scoop the soft flesh into a bowl 
and mash until smooth.  Add all the other ingredients and mix 
together till well blended.  Season to taste. The mixture should be a 
bright light green. Spoon into small bowls, cover with clingfilm and 
put in the fridge till needed.  Serve with bread and butter.   Yum! 
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Hearing Eye is published by Open Ears 

(formerly the Hard of Hearing Christian Fellowship) 
 

Open Ears is led by a Committee formed of Trustees and Committee 
Members who meet together quarterly. 

Marylin Kilsby : Chairperson;  
Christine Pitts : Administrator  

Julia Chapman : Treasurer. 
 

All correspondence and enquiries should be addressed 
to the Administrator at: 

Open Ears,  11 York Avenue,  New Milton,  BH25 6BT. 

Tel: (New No): 07396 236214  - voice or text 
Email: openearsministry@hotmail.com 

www.openears.org.uk 

_________________________________________ 
 

Hearing Eye is printed by Smith & Son, Printers of New Milton 

Mission Statement – Open Ears. 
 

Open Ears is a non-denominational Christian charity (Registered 
Charity 1181896) for people who have various degrees of 
impaired hearing, mainly (but not exclusively) those who 
communicate orally, assisted by hearing aids or cochlear 

implants and lip-reading.  It aims to provide accessible 
fellowship, Bible teaching, prayer support and pastoral care, to 
produce informative literature and a quarterly magazine called 

Hearing Eye.  We may also give a proportion of our donated 
income to specified Christian charities and other organisations 

involved in supporting people with hearing loss. 

Gift Aid Giving 

If you wish to give towards the work of Open Ears, and you are an UK 
taxpayer, you can boost your donation by 25p for every £1 you 

donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for 
the current tax year. There are Gift Aid forms available to download 
on the Open Ears website at the bottom of the Donations webpage. 

 


