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Welcome to the autumn edition of Hearing Eye.
Tracy has invited me to co-edit with her on a regular
basis, so we will (in the main) take it in turns to edit
your Hearing Eye magazine. We hope you like the
new look this month, and that you will engage with,
and enjoy, the various articles.
Please share with us your thoughts on the magazine,
any anecdotes you think others would enjoy,
suggestions of things you would like to read about, or anything else
of interest. The more we hear from you, our Open Ears family, the
more we will all get to know each other better and be able to build
one another up. Our contact details are on the back page of this
magazine.
Autumn is the season of harvest and fruitfulness, but it is also a time
of planting, of ‘waiting to see’ what will sprout, grow and flourish in
the coming months. Open Ears is entering an exciting season, and
we would really value your prayer support as we seek to nurture and
develop the seeds which the Committee believes the Lord has given
to us. It would also be great if you would access and share some of
the new social media sites we are using and help to grow our Open
Ears community.
As we announced in our last magazine, we are delighted that Kevin
Campbell has joined us, on a freelance basis. If you want to find out
a bit more about Kevin, be sure to read ‘In the Spotlight’ on page 24.
He will be developing our social media platforms; on Facebook you
can join the ‘Open Ears (Fellowship Group)’ or find us on Instagram
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at openearscharity. Kevin has also set up a brand new Open Ears
YouTube channel where we plan to provide some Bible teaching and
devotional reflections, along with other clips which we think will be of
interest to you, our members. The first one, about Thankfulness, is
from Emily, a regular contributor to Hearing Eye (see page 14) and a
speaker at some of our residential events. To have a look at it you will
need to go to https://youtu.be/XyouxVAgmHw We are delighted that
Emily has agreed to do a monthly video for us. The YouTube channel
has been enabled with closed captions and each visitor will be able to
watch and read the subtitles, provided they hit the CC option on the
video window. Please do let us know what you would like and how
you would like to have these presented. For example, would you find
it helpful or hurtful to have worship music? Would you prefer that all
‘presenters’ have some form of hearing loss? Would you like to have
thematic or topical subjects, or more expository study of a particular
Bible passage or book? Do any of you have experience of making
recordings and, if so, would you like to share these on our channel?
We cannot promise to meet everyone’s needs or requests, but we will
certainly do our best, so please let us know what works for you.
Everything that we post will be in line with our Statement of Faith and
Mission Statement and videos will have closed captions.
We believe that God has shown us that He wants to renew, refresh
and re-establish the Ministry of Open Ears; the use of modern media
seems to be one way in which He is doing this. We are excited to see
where He will lead.

“This is what the Lord says…See, I am doing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and stream in the wasteland…to give drink to my people, my
chosen, the people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my
praise.” Isaiah 43: 16-21

Anthea Owen
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Welcome to your page!

“Thank you for the Summer edition. It was very interesting
to read about how you have all been managing in these
challenging times. Goldie bravely seems to have taken it all
“Thank you for the large print version of the magazine, I can
now sit in my armchair relaxing whilst reading it rather than
at the table struggling with my magnifying glass”.
“I always look forward to the ‘Hearing Eye’ magazine
popping through my letter box, it is always full of varied and
interesting articles and I particularly like the new prayer
diary”.
“From time to time it would be interesting if we could have
some news on recent developments and research being
done into hearing loss and new equipment to help those of
“Please can we have the answers to the puzzles?”
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Am I from the Future?
By Christine Pitts
I recently read an article in the ‘Action on Hearing Loss’ magazine,
written by a lady called Sophie Woolley, who describes herself as a
‘deaf cyborg’; she defines a cyborg as ‘a being with biological and
mechanical parts’. In science fiction and popular culture, a cyborg is
often depicted as ‘half man/half machine’. Intrigued, I decided to look
on the internet where a cyborg is described as ‘a being whose
physical abilities extend beyond human limitations by mechanical or
electrical elements built into the body’. It was first coined by NASA
scientists in an aeronautics paper written in 1960 which discussed the
advantages of a machine/human hybrid that could operate in outer
space.
Sophie Woolley comes from a long line of deaf family members and
each generation has found different ways of coping. Her Mother was
the first to use sign language and Sophie calls herself a deaf cyborg
because she is the first to have a cochlear implant, which has now
enabled her to understand speech, join in family and social events,
hear on the phone, use her mobile phone, and stream music direct to
her brain via blue tooth, all things she couldn’t do before. She finds it
remarkable that she can now play the role of a hearing person when
she is totally deaf. This makes her feel that she is from the future and
that hearing people live in the past; that idea often makes people
laugh with her, but she is proud of being a deaf cyborg.

An example of a
cochlear implant.
This wearer usually
covers it with her
hair, but it is shown
like this for clarity.
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Others who could be described as a cyborg are people with a pace
maker, and there are a few people who have been paralysed from the
waist down due to an accident who have had an electrical device fitted
to their spinal cord allowing them to walk for themselves with just a
little support from a walking frame. The device allows signals from the
brain to reach the target muscles.
The future looks fascinating with all the amazing work scientists and
engineers are doing to create devices that will help people do things
they wouldn’t be able to do otherwise.
As I have a cochlear implant which allows me to hear despite being
profoundly deaf, am I, like Sophie Woolley considers herself to be,
from the future?
What do you think?

Autumn Wordsearch
APPLEPIE
BACON
CHESTNUT
HOMETEAM
JETPLANES
JEWELLED
LACES
MILKMAN
SWALLOW

Solution on page 23

Can you find the words
listed in the grid? They
may be written in any
5
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HYMN: The story behind ... ABIDE WITH ME

One of the most famous hymns in the world
came out of Brixham, near Torbay, Devon, in
1847. In those days it was a poor, obscure fishing village, and the vicar was the Rev Henry
Francis Lyte. It was a discouraging place to be a
pastor, but Henry felt that God wanted him
there, and so he stayed, though it was lonely
work, and he suffered constant ill health.
By the time he was 54, Henry had contracted tuberculosis and
asthma, and he and his family knew he was dying. It would have been
so easy for him to look back on his life and feel a complete failure.
What had he ever much accomplished? And yet – and yet – Henry
knew that in life it is not worldly success that matters, but how much
we respond to Jesus Christ, and how much we follow Him.
In September 1847 Henry was preparing to travel to the south of
France, as was the custom for people with tuberculosis at that time.
One day before he left, he read the story in the gospel of Luke about
the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were met by Jesus on
the day of His resurrection, and they invited Him to stay with them
because it was getting late.
“Abide with us”, they said “for it is towards evening.”
“Abide with us - for it is toward evening.”
These words struck a chord with Henry, who knew that it was getting
‘towards evening’ in his life. So, he sat down and wrote this hymn as a
prayer to God :
(the following are just some of the verses)
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Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see;
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me.

Shortly after Henry wrote
that hymn, he preached
his last sermon. He was so
ill he practically crawled
into the pulpit to do so. A
few weeks later, in Nice,
France, he died, and so of
course he never knew that
his hymn would go on to
become so greatly loved
the world over.
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Bird Sense
by Christine Pitts
“Come unto to me all you who are weary and heavy laden
and I will give you rest”
Matthew 11:28
During these unprecedented times, the like of which most of us have
never experienced before, it can become all too easy to feel rather
lost and lose hope, but we have the assurance that Jesus is with us
through the difficulties and because he loves each one of us so much
he is longing for us to reach out to him and give him all our worries
and fears.
Recently I received an email from Peter, one of
my cousins, who lives in New Zealand. He
cares for injured and sick birds nursing them
back to health, and then whenever possible,
returning them to the
wild. A while ago he
cared for a poorly duck and after releasing her
back to the wild he never expected to see her
again, but much to his surprise, at the end of
May he found her sitting in the middle of his
garden, and hiding under her wings were 12
tiny ducklings!
They had been born in May, which is winter time, but the Duck knew
that the only chance of her babies surviving the cold was to take them
to Peter where they would be looked after safely.
It reminded me of the story of Jesus who, whilst looking over
Jerusalem, cried out: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often I have
longed to gather your children together as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings” (Luke 13:34) He had such great love for the people
and longed for them to turn to him, but sadly instead they rejected him
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and so suffered the consequences.

There are several illustrations in the Bible of God using birds to help
people understand how much he loves each person. In Matthew
10:29, Jesus talks about how they could buy two sparrows for a
penny but not even one sparrow falls to the ground without God
knowing, and so we should never be afraid or worry because we are
so much more valuable to him than a sparrow; in fact we are so
valuable to him that he sent his Son, Jesus, to die for us.
Sparrows are also mentioned in Psalm 84 where the
writer longs with his whole being to be in God’s
presence where it is far better, and safer than being
anywhere else. He says: “Even the sparrow has found
a home and the swallow a nest for herself where she
may have her young, a place near God’s altar”.
In 1 Kings 17 Elijah confronted King Ahab telling him that no rain
would fall for many years due to their worship of Baal, the god who,
they believed, brought rain and bountiful harvests. Elijah then went
into hiding but God used ravens to bring him bread and meat every
morning and evening.
These are just a few illustrations of how God cares and provides for
us in every circumstance, he knows and understands all the things
we face and he longs for us to come into his presence trusting him
and giving him all our hardships, difficulties and fears, as well as our
good times.

A teacher was observing her class of children while they were
drawing, to see what progress was being made.
One little girl was working very diligently and the
teacher asked what she was drawing.
“I’m drawing God,” the little girl said.
“But nobody knows what God looks like,” said
the teacher.

“They will in a minute,” replied the child!
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How are you?

Author: Julie Hulme

This article originally appeared in magnet magazine, www.ourmagnet.co.uk

“Human kind”, wrote T.S. Eliot in the first of his Four Quartets, “cannot
bear very much reality.” No, we can’t. There are many reasons why
we pretend we are fine when we’re not.
Good reasons.

The truth is complicated.
I know I’m not fine but it is hard to say how I do feel. My confusion
changes shape from moment to moment. It cannot be packaged.
The truth is unpleasant.
There may be nothing anyone can say or do. Describing the problem
resolves nothing and may even reinforce my helplessness. And do
you really want to know? “A problem shared is a problem halved,”
they say. Really? It may be a problem doubled if I have to deal with
your denial, anger, grief and helplessness as well as my own.
The truth may be angry.
I may look calm but inside I am floundering, fretting, fussing, fuming:
wanting to spit in the face of God. Do you really want to see that
person? Do I trust you enough to let rip?
The truth is beyond my understanding.
There is no purpose to my suffering. It is not a punishment, nor is it
anyone’s fault. It is the result of random events and processes
beyond anyone’s control. Is this what God wills for me? If you think
so, I don’t want to know.
How are you?
The question asks me to measure my sense of well-being against an
internal scale or a defined ideal. But what does it mean to be well?
For the disciple of Jesus, where does ‘well-ness’ spring from?
According to Genesis1:1-2:3, God sees the whole created order as
good. Human creativity – like God’s – can be benevolent and lifegiving. God’s drive to create culminates in the Sabbath Day: the gift of
time and space for creation to enjoy and celebrate the abundant life
God has given.
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On the other hand, the author of Ecclesiastes observes that the
various ‘seasons’ of human experience include times of loss and
death as well as achievement and birth. Each has their ‘time’.
Wisdom lies in recognising the nature of the ‘season’ and learning how
to respond to its challenges with courage, compassion and creativity.
Life is dynamic, a process, a journey. Our idea of ‘well-ness’ must
embrace change and its consequences so that, when the time comes,
we are ready to move on.
We tend to muddle ease, comfort, prosperity, affluence, peace and
contentment and assume that, if we have any of them, we are ‘doing
well’, but Jesus summarises the purpose of life as loving God with the
whole of ourselves, with everything we are (Mark 12:28-34). Following
the Torah, he emphasises the unity of God, the unity of the human self
and the possibility that, through love, the human can be united with
God and each person united with their neighbour. Whatever our
condition and whatever happens to us, he implies, what matters is that
we are wholly God’s.
Or, as John Wesley put it, “The best of all is, God is with us.”
How are you?
In an age of (relative) affluence and peace – at least in the Western
World – it can seem melodramatic to see every aspect of life as part of
our spiritual journey. The British church lacks an accessible, credible
language in which to speak of spirituality today and the words we
might use are devalued when they are used glibly – whether in
Christian circles or in the secular media. But the question ‘How are
you?’ is a good place to start. If it is asked with loving attention and
answered with honesty and trust, it will take us to the heart of the
matter. The question has to be asked in a way which encourages me
to trust you, otherwise I will never be honest with you. A colleague in
the Methodist Diaconal Order interprets ‘I’m fine’ as meaning “I’m
Feeling In Need of Encouragement.”

Encouragement is a word or action which gives courage to another. It
can begin as body language; a direct look, a slowing of speech and
movement, the readiness to stop and half-turn which signals “I’m here.
I’m listening. I’ve set my own concerns aside for a while. I’m willing to
give you time. I won’t press you or make demands but I want to know
how you are, under the surface.”
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Encouragement is usually welcome even if I can’t ‘open up’ straight
away. It is the gift which allows me to be myself, which enables me to
offer you (and God) the parts of me that are hurting or the
circumstances which are causing me pain. It allows the threads to be
unknotted and re-woven into a more coherent pattern. The result may
still not ‘make sense’ but it may contain a kind of beauty as I draw
closer to loving God with all I am.
Being honest with God ourselves and one another is hard work – the
daily slog of the spiritual journey – but it is how we learn to respond to
our experience with increasing trust, until one day we are able to say,
with Julian of Norwich,
“All shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well.”
Latest News from Churchear (extract)

August 2020

Dear IVSS Churchear friends,

In various ways we all have had our lives changed because of the Covid 19. Family celebrations have been cancelled;
baptisms or weddings have been postponed or celebrated with fewer
participants, or outdoors; at funerals elderly relatives could be
present only through Skype or similar media.
In Sweden we didn’t close down the whole country, but citizens
have been urged to take care and protect themselves. We celebrate
our Sunday Worship, but many elderly parishioners don’t attend,
fearing infection. The advice regarding the risk of infection varies
between diocese and parishes – hand sanitiser available, ensuring
some pews are kept empty, and no coffee served. Other parishes
have closed down completely, offering only digital worship with poor
sound quality.
At a forum for Church of Sweden pastors I raised the question
about subtitling digital worship. One pastor replied that they normally
never subtitled live worships, so why should they subtitle a streamed
worship? How have our Christian sisters and brothers made it
through the pandemic? Have we completely ignored the needs of
those who are hard of hearing in our churches?
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I’m afraid that is the case, unfortunately. During on-the-screen
staff or parish council meetings, with a ceiling-mounted microphone
catching every sound in the room, the hard of hearing cannot hear
enough to participate and there is not sufficient expertise for setting
up an induction loop. But above all, do we, who work with hearing
issues, know that one microphone for each participant is needed to
obtain a good enough sound quality?
Hearing impaired persons are thus excluded from church
meetings. Devotionals for elderly people have, in some cases, been
moved outdoors. Having good loudspeakers becomes important,
because hearing from a distance outdoors is harder than indoors. A
portable loop will also make it easier for hearing aid users.
Some parishes have closed down all activities. Others have
moved outdoors, with social distancing. Pastors are advised not to
visit people at home. Our bishop recommends that we set up
telephone chains, so that those who are alone have someone to talk
to – commendable enough so long as you are able to hear on the
phone. Some colleagues no longer meet in person with mourners to
make arrangements for a funeral, calling them on the phone instead.
What can we do? Induction loops work for most hearing aid
users. With portable loops or FM systems with neck loops we can
meet people in places with good ventilation and more space, without
an echo negatively affecting the conversation. We can have STT for
every worship in venues without an induction loop, and every worship
on the Internet should have subtitles. This does, however, require a
little extra of us in our churches: imagination, knowledge and
empathy. If not, then those who are already on the edges, will be
even more marginalised.
Jesus says: “The greatest among you shall be your servant.
Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles
himself will be exalted.” (Matthew 23:11–12)
Let us serve one another with joy!
With my best regards in Christ, Ingrid Stillström, President, IVSS Churchear
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“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers
and requests...keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”
Ephesians 6:18

1

“Shout for joy to the Lord...worship the Lord with
gladness; come before Him with joyful songs.”

2

Pray for your next door neighbours.

3

Give thanks to God for the harvest.

4

Praise God for eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ.

5

Pray for your local church leaders.

6

Pray for Student Christian Unions as they support
students in these unusual times.

7

Pray for your local businesses, especially those which
have been badly affected by the Coronavirus pandemic.

8

Pray for the Bible Society, particularly as they seek to
meet the demand current for Bibles in prisons.

9

Pray for Kevin Campbell as he works with Open Ears.

10

Pray for your local council as it seeks to provide services.

11

Thank God, and pray for your postman/lady.

12

Praise God for the beauty of His creation.
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“Know that the Lord is God, it is He who made us, we are
His people, the sheep of His pasture.”

14

Pray for your local funeral directors and crematoria staff.

15

Pray for people struggling with working from home.
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16

Pray for The Leprosy Mission https://www.leprosymission.org.uk/

17

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with
praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name.”

18

Thank God for Mission Agencies, and pray for their work.

19

Pray for Christian teachers and youth workers.

20

Pray for staff and patients in your local hospice.

21

Pray for the Open Ears Committee as we pray and plan for
the future.

22

Pray that people who are isolated and lonely, worried and
without hope will hear the Good News of the Gospel.

23

Pray for churches running Alpha courses on line.

24

Pray for organisers of Christian conferences and events as
they seek new ways to minister.

25

Pray for the Prime Minister, the Government and all who
serve in Parliament.

26

Thank God for your comfortable bed, and pray for those
with nowhere to call their own.

27

Pray for scientists working towards finding cures for
illnesses, including a vaccine for Covid-19.

28

Pray for Christians who are persecuted because of their
faith in Jesus.

29

Pray for your local hospital Chaplaincy team.

30

“The Lord is good and His love endures forever; His
faithfulness continues through all generations.”
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Casting On by Emily Owen

Today is my goddaughter’s birthday, and I have not got her a present.
Before you consign me to the school of ‘basic lessons godmothers
should know’, let me explain.
For the last exactly twelve years, E has brought me a lot of joy. As she
grew, she picked up very well how to communicate with me, and she
never forgets. Even though I don’t see her frequently, when we do
meet she always remembers that I need to read her lips.
One thing I’ve never been able to do, of course, is speak to her on the
phone. I’ve never been able to call her and hear about her day.
A year or so ago, I had a surprise. My phone had a new WhatsApp
message: ‘Hi Aunty Emily, it’s E.’
I can’t call her, but now I can message her, which is lovely.
Last week, I messaged E and asked her what she’d like for her
birthday. She said she’d have a think.
Today, she messaged: ‘I can’t think of anything, is it ok if you choose
something for me?’
Yes, it’s ok, and we will celebrate her birthday a little late.

But it got me thinking.
John 14:14: [Jesus said] ‘You may ask me for anything in my name,
and I will do it.’
And we do.
But sometimes we don’t, perhaps because we don’t know what to ask
for.
Perhaps times are difficult. Perhaps we’re worn out. Perhaps we are
worried. Perhaps we are stressed.
And we don’t know what to ask for. We can’t think. We are
overwhelmed.
I think that, in some ways, this verse is an ‘I can’t think…can You
16
choose for me?’ verse.

1 Peter 5:7: Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

Maybe in those times, we can remember that, not only are we
encouraged to ‘ask’ but we are also encouraged to ‘cast’.
Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.
I think that, in some ways, this verse is an ‘I can’t think…can You
choose for me?’ verse.
Jesus knows what we need and, to invite us to cast our anxieties on
Him, knowing He cares, is a wonderful thing.
So often we think we need to work things out for ourselves. This verse
tells us that no, we don’t. We can give our unanswered and unsolved
worries to the One who knows the beginning from the end
(Isaiah 46:10).
It’s been a few hours since E messaged asking me to choose
something for her, and I replied that I would.
Let me tell you what I have not received in that time. I have not
received a WhatsApp saying,
I’ve changed my mind. I’ll choose something, and let you know.
Or Can you still choose, but something from X shop?
Or Can you get me clothes, you choose which?
I write the latter slightly tongue in cheek – E is wise enough to know
that I am not the one to ask to choose clothes – but the point is, she
didn’t ask me to choose a gift and then try and take the choice back
onto herself.
What about us with God?

Do we give Him our worries and anxieties, and then snatch them back
onto ourselves to try and deal with?
Or do we leave them with Him?
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The word ‘cast’ in the 1 Peter verse means ‘throw on’.

When I was in Junior school, I was cast - or chosen or selected - as
Mary in the Nativity Play. The role of Mary was thrown my way. And I
caught it. I learned my lines, I played the part. But, during this, I also
caught ‘flu. Badly. So did half the school, which meant that, for the first
– and only – time in my school career, I was allowed to go out in the
evening despite having spent the day being poorly in bed. ‘Going out in
the evening’ actually meant staggering to school, being Mary in the
play, then staggering home to bed, but still: for someone who grew up
with ‘if you’re well enough to go out in the evening, you’re well enough
to go to school’, it was heady – or light-heady - stuff indeed.
The role of Mary was thrown my way. In some ways, more than once,
as my mum received phone calls from the school; ‘Is Emily ok to be
Mary tonight?’ And every time, she said ‘yes’.
God says to us; ‘Throw all your anxieties my way. Why? Because I
care about you.’
John 14:27: [Jesus said] ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.’

Father God
Thank you that we can always give you what is on our hearts,
in our minds,
unsettling our souls.
We can throw those anxieties to you.
Again and again.
However many times we need to throw them.
Help us to rest in Your peace, even in the storms
Amen
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Mary Watts – Obituary

Mary Watts, a long-standing member of Open Ears who passed away
earlier this year, came from Exeter in Devon. She regularly attended
the Open Ears local group run by Peggy Wright at her home in Bovey
Tracey.
Mary was born in Exmouth where, during the war, a bomb blast
perforated both her eardrums. She was married for 36 years and had
two sons and a granddaughter.
In 2004, she underwent a BAHA (Bone Anchored Hearing Aid)
operation to restore her hearing. She wrote a rhyming poem about her
stay in hospital, entitled “A truly wonderful blessing…” for the
December 2005 edition of Hearing Eye, which is quoted on page 22.
Christine writes:

Mary was very special and great fun, she often made us laugh
and came to most of our events, as well as to the Devon group.
She lived in a mobile home in Devon. Mary was a big inspiration
and the life and soul of many of our events, and will be sorely
missed by many.
Tracy writes:

Mary was so lovely and was always laughing and having fun. She
enabled me to completely come out of my shell on one of the first
holidays that I went to. I've missed her in recent years as she
stopped coming, maybe because of being ill.
At least all these dear ones from Open Ears who have passed on
ahead of us will be wholly well and full of joy with the Lord now and will
be praying for us
and cheering us on.
This photograph of Mary
appeared in the Open Ears 40th
Anniversary Booklet in 2014,
with the caption, “Mary and
Don battling it out at table
tennis”. We don’t know who
won, however!
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Hello! Last time I shared about my experiences of lockdown and I’m
over the bone that so many of you seemed to enjoy my ramblings. So,
Mum has invited me to have a regular corner! I’ve reluctantly agreed
because obviously as a Christian Hearing dog I am very humble. I’m
sure you don’t need telling regularly how wonderful I am, but Mum insisted and wants me to keep a diary of my amusing ways! Me? Keep
a diary? How does she expect me to do that? I know I’m very clever
of course but at nearly 11 (57 in human years), I’m not sure I’ve quite
got the flexibility of mind and limb to learn how to write! Anyway, I will
do my best.
I think Mum wants the diary to be full of the nice things she does for
me, but do you know what? I’m going to start with something awful. In
fact, it’s terrible! I’ve a good mind to report her to canine social services or at the very least to Hearing Dogs! I can see you scratching
your ears in puzzlement as you think you know my mum and can’t imagine her doing anything awful, but we all have our dark sides don’t
we?
What is this terrible thing then? Well, she’s really making me suffer.
She’s PUT ME ON A DIET!
A Diet?
Me?
How can I go on a diet?
I am Goldie!
Goldie and diets exist on two different planets, so how can Mum even
think to put me on one?
You see, for several months this year Mum failed to take me for my
monthly check up and weigh in. I must confess I didn’t miss it much,
but when she eventually did take me, the nurse told Mum I’d put on
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4 kilos in weight! Mum’s mouth dropped open, and when I nudged
her knee sensing her upset (and also hoping for a treat), she said
those words that made my heart sink right down into my paws:
‘That’s it Goldie, you’ll have to go on a diet.’ Diet! I’d heard that word
before as Mum and Auntie Marilyn say it a lot. It always seems to
make them really miserable. I was determined that whatever a diet
was, I certainly wouldn’t be going on one!
I discovered that very evening what diet really means. Mum only
gave me HALF my normal portion of dinner! I stood and looked at
the bowl with its mingy amount of biscuits, and then up at her. I
stared at her hard in the hope she’d realise she’d made a mistake,
but she said that horrid word again, ‘Sorry Goldie but that’s all you
can have, you’re on a diet now!’
So, diet means starvation. How can Mum really expect me to work
for her when she’s starving me? Of course, I am a Christian Hearing
dog so I will forgive, but if Mum thought I’d take it lying down she was
sadly mistaken. Surely she knows by now that us dogs have ways
and means. Every walk she takes me on is like a banquet as far as
I’m concerned. I love nibbling the grasses, bushes and berries and
of course these messy humans are always dropping enticing bits of
food. Then there’s the titbits everywhere left by my good doggy
friends. We all look out for each other so well, but one thing I never
understand is why Mum always screams and makes such a to-do
when she sees me enjoying those titbits. I know she hates waste, so
I make sure I’ve finished my snack properly before responding to her
shrill whistles and calls. What’s all the upset about? After all, if she’s
only going to feed me half my dinner, she must know I’ll have to
supplement that, or how is a big dog like me supposed to live, let
alone work?
But she is my mum when all’s said and done and I know that if I just
put my head on one side, prick my ears and stare at her hard
whenever she sits down with a nice snack she won’t be able to resist
me for long. I’ve really got it down to a fine art now!

Goldie
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“A truly wonderful blessing…”

By Mary Watts

I’ve just come out of hospital. Oh! I wish I was still there.
I had the option to lie on a bed or sit in a nice comfy chair.
A nurse stopped by to show me how to operate my TV –
with all the latest technology it was all confusing to me!
Then a doc arrived from my pre-op visit to double check once more.
I felt happy with the whole procedure, when an anaesthetist walked through the door.
She sat on my bed and smiled sweetly, introducing herself by name.
Then, after asking a lot of questions, checked me over all the same!
For my visit to the theatre a nurse handed me a gown.
When a trolley came in through the doors it was my time to go down.
Using the steps, I climbed aboard, still having no ‘nerves’ at all.
Jesus had given me His perfect peace, so wonderful, I recall.
Shortly after my operation, was offered coffee or cup of tea
by a cheerful trolley lady who had come to wait on me.
Next morning, after I’d had a wash, the breakfast trolley came.
With so much choice of cereals, had a job to remember each name!
I opted for two weetabix, with milk and sugar on top,
followed by a round of wholemeal toast – all welcomed after my op.
Soon it was mid-morning; cup of coffee went down well,
And, if I needed anything else I just had to ring the bell!
Lunch came round so quickly – I’d chosen lamb braised in cider.
(The potatoes and veg. I forgot to tick, so ended up with neither!)

Still, I had the pud to come, a bowl of creamy rice,
followed by a cup of tea; it all was so very nice.
A doctor stopped by on his round to say my op. went well;
then said that I could now go home, so trying to smile, I said ‘Swell’.
I then got dressed and packed my case; a nurse came to change my dressing.
My time in hospital had really been a truly wonderful blessing.
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Here are the solutions
to the wordsearch on
page 5—no cheating!

Let’s make...
Matilda Cake
6oz/175g margarine

}

4oz/100g sugar

} Gently melt together in a pan

1 tbs golden syrup

}

Add
4oz/100g sultanas or raisins or a mixture of both
4oz/100g chopped glace cherries
9oz/250g self raising flour
Mix together all the ingredients and put
into a lined Swissroll tin.
Bake at 170°C for 20 minutes or until baked.
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In the Spotlight
with Kevin Campbell
Hello, Kevin; we are delighted that you have joined the Open Ears
family. Thank you for agreeing to be ‘In the Spotlight’. We are
looking forward to getting to know you better; please tell us a
little about yourself:
What do you do to make a living?
I get to showcase some great Christian resources – I love to see how
peoples’ lives change for good when they come into contact with the
thing they didn’t know they were looking for and it does them good,
brings joy, hope, peace and freedom. Over the years I have had the
privilege and honour of working with some fabulous people who
create inspiring Christian content and it’s my job to make it known!
What are your interests and passions?
Gardening, especially getting outside and thinking about nature. When
we go outside our two cats come out to see what we are up to in their
garden. Well they think it’s theirs! We go out for walks too on the
Ashdown forest, a great place to blow the cobwebs away and I really
like photography and video production and would like to have more
personal time for that – There’s nothing more satisfying than when you
take a great photo or capture that wow moment!
Can you tell us about your faith journey?
I was brought up as a Catholic and from an early age felt a need to be
close to God. At the time I didn’t really know what that was or meant,
other than kneeling and saying my prayers, which brought a sense of
comfort, but there was always something missing in my life. My work
took me away from church life and from time to time I popped into
churches close to where I was working, but I never really felt like I had
arrived. Years later my father became very ill and died quite young
and I began searching for faith and meaning. Some friends invited me
to their church. There I began to discover the God of love, hope,
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breakthrough and compassion - Jesus Christ. At that point I wasn’t a
Christian but God’s love came flooding in during a time of worship and
before I knew it I felt his tangible presence. It wasn’t long before I
asked for his forgiveness and understood his sacrifice and then began
to unravel my life before him, asking him to help make sense of my
mess and take the lead. Since then God has been shaping and
forming my life; the scripture that has become what I live by is from
Matthew chapter 6:33, Seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness and all these things will be given unto you.
How did you become involved with Open Ears?
Well, I think the inspiring Tracy and Marilyn from MBM had something
to do with it! I have known about Open Ears since working with MBM,
Tracy has often mentioned about working with Open Ears, especially
‘Hearing Eye’ and I immediately got the connection with the ministries
and how beautifully they complement one another.
What particular gifts are you bringing to Open Ears?
God has clearly spoken to me about making things known; so, my role
with Open Ears - and others I work with - is to create ways in which
people can connect with life changing resources, experiment with new
ideas, create new things and see how people respond! We don’t get to
choose who likes us, they get to choose us, but we need to be seen. I
aim to inspire, equip and encourage others!
Which book (if any!) are you currently reading?
I have a lot of books! I love them but I can’t read them all right now!!
At the moment, there is one I am reading, (well more like sucking on
like a lozenge as it’s really good), it’s called ‘Switch On Your Brain’ by
Christian author and speaker, Dr Caroline Leaf. This year, for me, has
been all about personal development, growth and getting down to the
real me…I want to be the best I can be, so that I can be fully present
for what God calls me to. This book is great and has really helped
me. It’s packed with scripture and insights, it unpacks and explores
the mind and how we think and explains how we can renew our minds
as described in the book of Romans.
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Is there a book which you always intend to read but never quite
get around to?
We’ve all got those ‘must reads’ hanging around; for me the ones on
my waiting list are ‘Man’s Search For Meaning’, Victor E Frankl, ‘The
Hiding Place’, Corrie ten Boom, ‘Alchemy, the surprising power of ideas
that don’t make sense’, Rory Sutherland and ‘Brand Sense, sensory
secrets behind the stuff we buy’’, Martin Lindstrom.
If you held a ‘fantasy dinner party’ whom would you invite?
Well to start with, it would have to be the best curry with all my favourite
dishes! Guests would include my mother’s side of the family who came
from India and moved to various parts of the world during the partition
of India in1947. I never really met many of them and I would love to see
them and find out what their lives were like in India, how the partition
affected them and what their lives were like in their new places. And of
course, experience their home made curry!
The Apostle Paul urged the Corinthian believers to ‘imitate’ his
way of life in Christ Jesus. Do you have a particular Hero of Faith?
There are so many Bible ‘Heroes of Faith’ that have impacted my life,
but one not often in the spotlight is the disciple, Ananias, in the book of
Acts. God speaks to him in a vision and sends him to (Saul) Paul who
was praying to God; Ananias lays his hands on Paul who then receives
his sight back and goes on to fulfil God’s purposes. I love how God
knits all things together when we are open to him, obedient and work
together even when we are unsure and things seem uncertain.
What would you like your epitaph to say? (Hopefully not for many
years yet!!)
I guess it would have to be a quote rather
than a personal epitaph and that would be
“Hope is being able to see that there is light
despite all of the darkness”.
Desmond Tutu.
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Annual Conference
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, reluctantly we have had to
postpone our annual conference, planned to take place
this October at Hothorpe Hall. God willing, we anticipate running
it at the same venue in autumn 2021.
We would appreciate it if you would complete and return the
questionnaire below to help us with future planning, if you have
not already done so. Thank you.
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Mission Statement – Open Ears
Open Ears is a non-denominational Christian charity (Registered Charity
1181896) for people who have various degrees of impaired hearing,
mainly (but not exclusively) those who communicate orally, assisted by
hearing aids or cochlear implants and lip-reading. It aims to provide
accessible fellowship, Bible teaching, prayer support and pastoral care, to
produce informative literature and a quarterly magazine called Hearing
Eye. We may also give a proportion of our donated income to specified

Hearing Eye is published by Open Ears
(formerly the Hard of Hearing Christian Fellowship).

‘Open Ears’ is a registered Charitable Incorporated Organisation
No 1181896.
Open Ears is led by a Committee formed of Trustees and
Committee Members who meet together quarterly.
Chairperson: Marylin Kilsby. Administrator: Christine Pitts.
Treasurer: Julia Chapman.

For all correspondence and enquiries, please contact:
The Administrator,
Open Ears, 11 York Avenue, New Milton, BH25 6BT.
Tel: (New No): 07396 236214 - voice or text

Email: openearsministry@hotmail.com

Hearing Eye is printed by Smith & Son, Printers of New Milton
Email: office@smithprinters.co.uk
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