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Welcome to the Spring edition of
Hearing Eye. Springtime is
associated with new life and hope
and these are realities that God
wants us all to experience. The
message of Easter’s resurrection
joy following the agony of Jesus’
crucifixion speaks hope into every
situation. Life can be so tough as we suffer pain, loss and
confusion, but Jesus said ‘Take heart for I have overcome
the world.’ (John 16:33) In that context He promised us
peace, a peace that depends not on our circumstances
but on His amazing love and constant presence. In all the
turmoil of world conflict,
chemical attacks, the threat of
cold war and the devastations in
the Middle East, plus all we are
contending with in our own
lives, His gift of peace is
priceless. Let your hearts be
encouraged as you see the

beauty of creation bursting into new life and colour and
know that this is a picture of all that He is bringing to birth
in your own life. Remember, the barrenness of winter is
always followed by the extravagant beauty and growth of
Spring.
I hope you enjoy this edition which is again jam packed
with interesting stories, humorous moments, news of
friends passing, the prayer fortnight, puzzle page,
testimonies and poems. Do keep your feedback flowing
as it really helps me. Some of you have commented on
the cartoons and pictures being too small. Apologies for
that. I am partially sighted and usually have my computer
on a zoomed setting but I realised that while everything
looked a good size and fit on my PC, they were often too
small when printed. I have now changed my view settings
and am hoping this edition will be better!
Do please keep your contributions coming too. I love to
read your stories, articles and poems and to include them.
We all have special things to share and we can all write to
bless others. Email to me tracywriter@btinternet.com or
write to Christine Pitts and she will forward them.
Be blessed as you read,
Tracy Williamson

In Fond Remembrance
Mary Dixie (1933-2018)
We were saddened to hear of the
passing of MARY DIXIE, a faithful
member of Open Ears for many years.
She accompanied Richard Livermore
twice on his overseas trips where her
nursing experience came in very
useful working alongside Catherine
Leith, an audiologist who has also died
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recently. Mary was a regular attendee on Open Ears holidays
and did not let age or ill-health prevent her from travelling long
distances. Once she travelled from Carnforth in Lancashire to
Torquay in Devon in one day.
She was also a keen quilter
and donated several colourful
patchwork quilts for sale at
Open Ears events. I last saw
Mary at Hothorpe Hall in
Leicestershire in October 2016.
She looked much happier as
she had moved to Northampton
to be nearer her daughter as she had been quite unwell with a
rare form of cancer for some years. She was a brave Christian
lady and we will miss her presence with us, but she has gone
to a “better place”.
Mary Bucknall.
Richard Livermore says: We first met with Mary around the
1990s when Cynthia Leeman, Janet Andrews and I represented
Open Ears at the Keswick Convention. Mary quickly became a
member, attending conferences and local events.
In 2003 the opportunity came to do a 2-week hearing aid project
in Maradi, Niger, with Catherine Leith a retired Educational
Audiologist, Liz McClure also a teacher of the deaf, Mary a
former nurse and myself. Mary and I made and fitted the ear
moulds. A second project was undertaken to Ethiopia in 2005
in which Mary participated. Health problems prevented Mary
from participation in further projects. Mary will be sadly
missed. Our condolences go out to Mary's family at this time.

Kath Wearn
News has also come in of the passing of KATH WEARN at the
end of February. She and her husband Alan were both
devoted followers of Jesus and showed that in their lives. They
used to come on Open Ears holidays, with her friend Betty
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Course. She was also an active member of the Newport
Pagnell local branch of Open Ears for some years.
Barbara Rooney
Very sadly we also heard
this week that Barbara
Rooney, pictured here with
Mary Dixie at a recent OE
break, has died suddenly.
Barbara who had very
poor vision and hearing
loss as a result of Rubella
Syndrome, was a frequent
attendee of Open Ears breaks. She was a lovely lady and
very courageous as she’d had to face many struggles in life.
She will be greatly missed by all but we rejoice that she is
wonderfully whole and full of joy now, with her beloved Lord.
Tracy Williamson.
The following is a lovely Psalm to lift up our hearts.
Many thanks to Gill Brodie.
Praise
Praise God for flowers and trees,
For waterfalls, rivers and seas.
Praise Him for puppies and monkeys,
For elephants, dolphins and donkeys.
Praise Him for larks in the sky,
Singing away up on high.
Praise Him for sunshine and
breezes.
(Forget about shivers and
freezes!)
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Praise Him for good things to eat,
For lollipops, cherries and meat.
Praise Him for pies and for peas,
For fish and chips, chocolate and cheese..
Praise Him for children and old
folks,
For laughter and giggles and
jokes.
Praise Him for work and for
play,
For rest at the end of the day.
Gill Brodie

Our Faithful Lord
“Someone has to fetch Grandma’s medicine, you can go on your
bike”.
So I set off but the inevitable happened: the bag with the medicine
went into the wheel and I somersaulted over the handlebars. It was
1941 and I was seven years old. Rushed to hospital with a
suspected fractured skull I was not expected to live. My parents
prayed all night and their prayers were answered; I am now eightythree years old.
After the accident the left ear discharged daily, and I was referred to
Leicester Royal Infirmary. In 1945 it was decided I needed a mastoid
operation. After six months, my father wrote to them, and we got a
telegram ‘bring him straight in’. My
parents were told another three
months and the mastoid may have
killed me.
When my mother came to see me
after the operation, the nurse said,
“you do know he is completely
deaf in the left ear now, don’t
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you?” Mother had no idea, and was in shock. The delay in sending
had changed it to a radical mastoid, and so my middle ear was
removed.
To be honest I don’t think I especially noticed the loss of my left ear.
I adjusted to the limitations and that’s how life was. Didn’t everyone
have difficulty hearing at times?
Life continued, but my hearing got worse as the right ear was failing.
I had a NHS hearing test and was recommended to be fitted with an
aid in about 1951. It had two large batteries, one HT the other LT,
connected by a bundle of wires that lead to a processor and then an
earpiece. It was so large that I had special waistcoats made with two
large pockets to accommodate the batteries; the leads came through
the armholes and the processor filled the right hand pocket with its
wires going up to the earpiece. Just when I needed it the Lord
provided and I could now hear well enough to hold down a
laboratory job, and socialise. Over the years the aids got smaller but
they were still bulky.
In 1953 I became a Christian and met Peggy, a nurse, through the
church. We married in 1955 and after 62 years are still happily
married. For all that time she has been my minder; always in the
background watching over me, but never interfering unless it was
absolutely necessary.
However, my hearing continued to deteriorate, so when I was 25 I
went to the hearing aid department at Leicester Infirmary. There was
a technician with a store room and a repair bench. I told him things
were getting quieter. There was no hearing test, he just went into the
store and produced an aid, a relatively new type. It was a bone
conductor with an Alice Band to hold the vibrator behind my ear. He
showed me how to wear it, and said, “Try it for a couple of weeks, if
it’s ok keep it; if not come back and we’ll try something else”. It
worked perfectly, and kept me in communication. Again, just when I
needed it the Lord provided.
As the years passed I became a professional civil servant, working
in in the South West. The Lord called me to be a deacon, elder and
lay-preacher in various Baptist churches. Peggy always backing me
up, and keeping me on track, she was a tower of strength.
A new consultant told me the deterioration in my right ear must be
caused by ossification of three small bones in the middle ear. An
operation to fit a stapedectomy, would restore most of the hearing in
6

that ear. But after he told me that the bones were fractured, probably
as a longer term result of the bicycle accident. He’d tried to repair
them, but it had not worked. I was advised not to have any further
surgery as it might damage the nerve, and I would lose all my
hearing.
As time passed more powerful bone conductor aids kept me
functioning in a hearing world, the Lord providing just what was
needed. The last bone conductor I had was the famous BW81, an
analogue aid, which was full of power. My hearing loss was down to
80db’s by this stage but the BW81 filled me with confidence.
Then came Maggie Thatcher declaring the NHS should not make
equipment, it should all be bought from commercial sources.
Unfortunately the BW81 was made by the NHS. I was given a
commercial one to try and was horrified that it was much less
powerful. I struggled to hear even one to one conversations. But the
audiology department in Portsmouth were very sympathetic and
gave me a spare BW81 so that I was able to manage. The Lord
answering my need yet again!
However, my hearing was still deteriorating and I was due for an
appointment with my ENT consultant. When I got there I met a new
doctor on loan from Great Ormond Street. He immediately said I
was an ideal candidate for a Bone Anchored Hearing Aid. I had
never heard of them. My consultant referred me to Queen Elizabeth
hospital in Birmingham, where they fitted a BAHA to my right ear.
That was in 1996. It was a tremendous success and made a real
improvement to my hearing level.
About eighteen months later I asked if a second could be fitted and
Portsmouth agreed to it being done. After five months wait we went
to see the QE ENT people, only to be told that Portsmouth had
reneged on paying for it. However, because I was on their list,
Birmingham would cover the cost. The Lord was truly watching over
me again!
Eventually, about two years ago, I found that even with two of the
most powerful analogue BAHAs, I was making numerous mistakes
in conversation. So I went for a cochlear implant test, but scored too
highly on the word recognition section. I resigned myself to the fact
that at last I had run out of options. But, the Lord had not finished
with me yet.
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Last year my audiologist told me that the firm which made my aids,
was introducing a new and more powerful digital BAHA which would
cope with the level I needed to be able to hear. I was fitted with two,
and now enjoy a whole range of sounds again, many I had not heard
for years. Once more the Lord had moved at just the right time for
me.
I am now profoundly deaf, 100dBs down in both ears: but from the
way I cope in normal conversation many people find it hard to
believe that I have such a hearing loss. Of course I always meet the
usual communication difficulties; back ground noise, several people
talking at the same time, music on the TV, wind noise etc, but the
advanced electronics in the aids relieve many of these problems.
For over 72 years the Lord has blessed me with a steadily
increasing level of artificial hearing, which has allowed me to lead a
full and satisfying life; always stepping in, exactly on time, as my
needs changed.
John Chamberlain
In The Spotlight
We felt it would be fun to ‘shine the spotlight’ on different
members of the Open Ears Committee and family so we can all
get to know each other better. We are starting with Committee
members Vic and Susanne Willdig, better known as ‘Flying
Fingers’ because of Susanne’s gift at Speech to Text (STT).
This is in the form of an interview with me (Tracy) asking
questions and Susanne and Vic’s replies.
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T.
Tell us about yourselves, where you live and
work, how long you've been married and about your children.
V&S
The Willdigs are: Victor, who designs aeroplane
wings for Airbus; Susanne, who looks after the kids, is training
as a hairdresser, and used to be marketing manager for a
Christian charity for people with learning disabilities; Nadine,
3.5 years old, who loves singing and music and socialising;
Dominic, nearly 2, who loves reading and figuring out how
things work; and Fred, the lurcher, who loves his sofa.
We’ve been married since 2013 after meeting on a group
holiday where half the group were blind or partially sighted
people, and the other half were sighted people who came along
to help. We both happened to like that concept, so we met in
Stansted on our way to Fuerteventura.
T.
You used to live on a houseboat? Why did you
do that? What was it like? Why did you change to living in a
house?
V&S
We lived on a river boat, a widebeam named
Asha. Vic has always been into sailing boats - whereas
Susanne had no affinity to being on the water. Yet it was
Susanne who saw a barge advertised on Rightmove (as a 2bedroom detached, which technically it was!) and suggested
buying a boat to live on. It took Vic a few weeks to recover from
the shock but then he loved it and we had a wonderful few
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years on our boat at Bristol Marina! However, with two toddlers
and a dog we really lacked outdoor space: even to let Fred do
his business we had to walk some 150 yards on pontoons to
get to solid ground, and the nearest green patch was about a
half mile's walk away. So we exchanged city centre living for
the suburbs, a house with garden, which is what we need in
this season of family life. It's only a season, though - as soon
as the kids grow out of toddlerhood we'll be looking to swap
house for boat again! But next time it'll be a sailboat and we'll
be off to see the world.
T.
You are both part of Open Ears Committee. Do
you have a hearing loss? What drew you to join Open
Ears? What is your role on committee?
V&S
Neither of us has a hearing loss, nor does anyone
in our families. Susanne was working for Prospects for People
With Learning Disabilities when they, alongside other Christian
disability charities, put on a conference in London about the
theology of disability. There was a typist who subtitled the
talks, but it was an all-day conference and after a while
Susanne could see her struggling, and offered to relieve her.
Don Mason spotted this and swiftly cornered Susanne at the
end, asking if she'd be willing to help Open Ears with her typing
skills. Knowing the power of flattery, Don soon nicknamed her
"Flying Fingers" and Susanne quickly found herself part of the
Open Ears family! When she later married Vic, he was quickly
roped into helping with technical and practical tasks. Somehow
those Open Ears events have a way of making everyone feel
like they belong. So that's why we're sticking around: because
we belong to this family.
T.
What are your favourite things? what makes you
laugh? what do you like to do to relax?
V&S
Our kids are a constant source of laughter and
fun. They never stop! The things they come out with are often
hilarious, and sometimes even profound. Recently, Nadine has
been fascinated to learn about people's ages. She will tell
anyone that she will be 4 in September, and that Dominic will be
2 in May. Susanne then asked her, "And how old is Daddy?"
Answer: "OLD!" Sometimes they are just heart meltingly
sweet. Dominic's favourite word at the moment is NO. It's his
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answer to pretty much any question. Yet recently, the kids were
sitting next to each other, not realising Susanne was nearby.
Susanne heard Nadine asking Dominic, "Do you love me?" Dominic, clear as day: "Yes!"
T.
What excites you about God?
V&S
God's love is so big, so profound, and yet so
accessible for everyone. We are excited to show our children
what God is like, the world he has made, and seeing things
through their eyes has been beautifully eye opening. We hope
to raise our children to be both kind and brave, and as we teach
them this, we're learning much about God's character too. It's
also why we continue to serve, both with Open Ears and in
other ways: we want our children to see us serving others,
giving of ourselves, being joyfully inconvenienced in God's
service. This should be the "normal" they grow up with.
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Puzzle Time
It’s time to relax with a nice coffee and tackle the
Hearing Eye puzzle page, a crossword this time. No
cheating possible as I can’t supply the answers here!
But it’s an easy one so I’m sure you’ll do it well! Tracy

Important!
If you’ve not yet returned your consent form for
Open Ears to keep your contact details, it’s
essential you do so now as the legal deadline is
25th May. Write or email Christine ASAP.
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The following article from Christine Pitts is really useful.
Help! Emergency!
What do you do if you are faced with
a crisis and unable to hear on the
phone?
With a mobile phone you can text
the emergency services but you
must register your phone in
advance.
To register your mobile phone,
text “register” and send it to 999.
They will reply with a message telling you more about the
service. Read it and reply with “yes”. You will then get
another message saying you are now registered.
In a 999 text you’ll need to say if
you want ambulance, fire, police
or coastguard and what is
happening and where, with a full
address if possible. Help the
emergency services to find you!
Use a 999 text if anyone’s life is at
risk, or if a crime is happening, if
someone is injured or threatened, if
there is a fire or people are trapped, if
you need an ambulance urgently, if
someone is in trouble at sea or on the
cliffs or shore near the sea.
Don’t wait until you actually need to call the emergency
services, do it now before it is too late, it is a very quick
and easy thing to do. See www.emergencysms.org.uk.
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Living in Dorset (continued from October 17)
This is a thought provoking and relevant article about
Mary’s experiences of moving to a new place and the
isolation such a move can incur when you have a hearing
loss. Thank you for sharing, Mary, and for helping us all
to think how we can work through such challenges.
After a mild winter, there
was snow in Dorset – not
once, but twice. The rolling
Vale of Blackmore, with its
patchwork of fields, hedges
and farms, was all covered
in a gleaming white blanket
of snow, a beautiful sight in
the sunshine.
Since moving here a year ago, I feel that my world has
expanded and contracted at the same time. It has expanded in
the sense that I feel there is more air, more space, more
freedom here to be; it has contracted in the sense of loss of
friends of my own age and social life. A “sea change,” as a
friend called it.
It has been quite a challenge, adapting from a busy town life in
Kent to a quiet rural life in Dorset and reconnecting with my
village childhood in some ways. Sometimes I feel isolated in
the rural countryside and very much alone, even though I live
near my family in the same village, but conversely it is
incredibly quiet and peaceful here. Some days are better than
others; especially when the sun is shining, my spirits lift.
Earlier in February I observed a group of mauve, whitish and
blackish Long-tailed Tits flitting from bush to tree down one of
the country lanes, which was a wonderful sight to see.
It is surely a question of slowly trying to turn, with God’s help,
from loneliness to solitude (a chapter heading in Henri J M
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Nouwen’s book, “Reaching Out”) but it is a hard struggle on a
day-to-day basis.
I can understand why folks like to ‘retire’ to Dorset, if they are
fortunate enough to do so. But then I think it is important to
stay connected with your fellow neighbours and look out for
each other in small significant ways – it is easy to hibernate
and get lonely through indifference and fear.
We all need fellowship – whether through churches, village
shops, pubs and clubs, or various activities in village halls –
you name it. But it is a challenge for people with hearing loss
and maybe other health or mobility problems to get out and
about and make friends due to communication issues. What is
the answer? Prayer, discipline, regular exercise, a hobby, a
task, even making friends online?
Perhaps you can write in to the Editor with your experiences
and suggestions too?
Mary Bucknall April 2018.

Are you feeling lonely?
Like a solitary flower in the field
we can easily feel lonely and
isolated. No one understands
the pain of loneliness more than
Jesus. He said ‘I will not leave
you as orphans, I will come to
you.’ (John 14:18). The loving presence of Jesus comforts and
heals in a way that people, even our closest loved ones, never
can. Talk to Him now about your isolation and loneliness and
listen for His voice. I pray you will know His love filling your
emptiness and be guided into any way He wants to help you
become part of a loving group or a new friendship.
Tracy Williamson
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A lovely testimony of salvation through Billy Graham

The death of Billy Graham
brought back very vivid
memories of his crusade at
Haringey Arena in 1954. At
that time I was engaged to
Eileen, a hairdresser and
one of her customers gave
her 2 tickets to attend one
of the meetings. She asked me whether I would like
to go and hear this preacher (I had seen posters
around but I thought he was a boxer!) Well at the
toss of a coin I said “yes”. I knew the stadium well
having attended concerts there, in fact it was the
premium venue for prize fights!
As a youngster I had attended Sunday School, and in
the war had gone to church parades but never had I
heard this straightforward and clear account of the
Gospel as preached by Billy Graham.
The hall was packed and on the stage was a big choir
singing beautifully and a soloist named George Beverly
Shea, a baritone, who sang some powerful hymns
which were to become great favourites, like “This is
my story” and “How great thou art”. I was beginning
to enjoy this. Finally, Billy Graham came on speaking
in a way I had never heard before about God’s love for
us and His son Jesus dying for our sins to be forgiven
and to give us a new life. When he made an appeal to
come forward to receive Jesus I went up and Eileen
too. Eileen had attended Church in her late teens but
now she came to know God personally. Soon
afterwards we joined a Baptist Church and later that
year we were wed there. At this time I was working in
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an O.A.P.’s home as a nurse and I recall getting a
coach filled with the elderly residents to go to hear
Billy for themselves. Looking back I wonder at my
zeal but something big had changed me after that
night at Haringey Stadium, it proved to be a lifechanging experience.
To sum up I think what drew people in their thousands
everywhere to hear Billy Graham was a combination of
great music from the choir, the soloist, and Billy’s
passionate speaking inspired by the Holy Spirit. It all
made an for an unparalleled experience.
Later I helped with the Mission England meetings at
Earls Court and one evening I circled the outer
perimeter while the meeting was on and Billy Graham
came alone walking towards me. I still recall his warm
smile.
Thank you Billy and God be thanked for your ministry.
Sid Abrahams

For a smile…..
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Hearing Eye 15 Day Prayer Diary
‘The earnest (heartfelt, continued)
prayer of a righteous man makes
tremendous power available
[dynamic in its working].’
James 5:16 (Amplified Bible)

Please pray with joy and expectancy
Sunday
For blessing over church
services across Britain, and for us all to be
blessed and encouraged
Monday
For the Open Ears holiday at the Ammerdown
Christian Centre (7th – 11th May). For all to have a lovely time
together. For anointing on Rev Gill Nicholls as she speaks.
Tuesday
For those who would have loved to attend
Ammerdown but were unable. For God to draw close.
Wednesday For the loved ones of Mary Dixie, Kath Wearn and
Barbara Rooney, for comfort in their grieving. For all those you
know who are suffering bereavement at this time.
Thursday
For God to intervene in the escalating conflicts in
Syria and wisdom for Theresa May and the Government as they
make important decisions about Russia too.
.
Friday
For the future of Open Ears, that God will guide us on
the Committee as we seek His way forward that we can become
more effective in reaching and building up those with hearing loss.
Pray we’ll have wisdom about which aspects to develop and which
to let go of.
Saturday
For Julia Chapman as she deals with all aspects of
the charity’s finances, Christine Pitts as she handles all the
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administration, and Marylin Kilsby as she heads up the work. May
each know God’s wisdom and supernatural enabling.
Sunday
For the Lord to empower us to reach out to our
families with His love. For any who are unsaved to come to know
Him and the joy of His forgiveness.
Monday
For Janet Andrews as she lives with cancer and an
uncertain prognosis. For supernatural wellbeing to fill her. For all
those we love who are seriously ill at this time.
Tuesday
For Vic and Susanne Willdig and their children
Nadine and Dominic. For God’s protection to be over them as they
go about their lives and that the children will come to live for Him.
Wednesday For Churchear, our European partner, that all will be
provided for their International Conference in France in September.
For the ongoing work of International Nepal Fellowship, which Open
Ears supports. May their work bring release to the many suffering
from treatable ear diseases.
Thursday
For our children, young people and their teachers,
Universities, and Government Education Secretary, Damian Hinds.
Our young people are the future of our country. For those children
with hearing problems and other disabilities that they will receive the
best education possible.
Friday
For Mary Bucknall in her role as Open Ears Vice
Chair and also for her to make new friends and become more part of
her new community. For all those who struggle with isolation
because of their hearing loss and circumstances.
Saturday
For Tracy Williamson as she plans and prepares
future editions of Hearing Eye, that it will be a source of blessing and
encouragement to all.
Sunday
For all of us with hearing loss to enjoy the wonder of
God’s love and the anointing of the Holy Spirit equipping us to do
His amazing works.
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A wonderful solution!
Bournemouth Football Club
I don’t know much about football and have
never been to a match but I am always
pleased when our local team, The Cherries,
are doing well. However, one of their most
ardent fans is a ten year old deaf boy who
has refused to
wear hearing
aids since he was four years
old because he was so selfconscious and found it
embarrassing.
In desperation the whole
family learnt sign language to
help with communication, but
then the audiology team came
up with a novel idea to help
him and he became the first person to be fitted with
hearing aids branded with The Cherries crest and colours!
It has transformed him and now he is more confident and
proudly wears his hearing aids all the time and is always
showing them to people. He was even more thrilled when
the club invited him to go and meet some of the players at
their stadium where he was able to show off his new
hearing aids.
Christine Pitts
I love that story and it has a great spiritual message in
that God takes the things in our lives that shame us and
replaces them with ‘a crown of beauty instead of ashes…’
(Isaiah 61:3). How great is His love for us!
Tracy Williamson
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As I’ve drawn this edition of Hearing Eye together in all its
different strands, one message keeps coming across,
God’s utter faithfulness. Whatever your circumstances,
He is faithful to His promises to love and be with you. He
drew you to himself and provides ALL your needs. I hope
you’ve enjoyed the stories, poem, puzzle and prayer diary
and been moved by the obituaries of dear friends now
with Him in glory. Be encouraged for He is Faithful!
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